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Manchester is the heart and 
capital of the North. It’s full of ex-
citement and there is so much to 
discover and see. The aim of this 
guide is to show you exactly that. 
This guide is designed to provide 
enough ideas to fill out at least 
four days in Manchester. It pro-
vides you with a wide range of 
different suggestions of what to 
do and where to go. 

The ideas provided here are 
rough outlines of how you could 
spend a really good day in Man-
chester. Of course you can 
switch and swap all elements as 
you like.

So let’s not spend more time 
hanging around, take a deep 
breath and plunge into the pleas-
ures that Manchester has to of-
fer.

Welcome to Manchester

Have fun!

The Docklands at night 1
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As can be seen in the contents, 
this guide is structured in differ-
ent parts. Apart from this intro-
duction there are nine chapters. 
The colour-fields at the side help 
you to find the chapter you want 
very fast.

After the title and the descrip-
tive text about an attraction there 
is a small part with the most im-
portant information. First of all, 
the address and the location is 
stated. After that comes the URL, 
the phone number, the open-
ing hours and finally information 
about the admission fee. The 
admission fee is marked with an 

How to use
A: and gives an overview. One 
or two of the different rates are 
given. 

If you want to call any phone 
number in England from your cell 
phone or your phone at home, 
you have to put the area code 
before the phone number. The 
area code for the UK is 0044. 
If you want to call for example 
someone in the Imperial War 
Museum North you dial 0044 161 
877 9240. If you want to call from 
a phone in England, for example 
the phone in your hotel, just dial 
0161 877 9240. 

Reflection of the Big Wheel 2
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Manchester has a very long and 
quite eventful past. 

It all started with the Romans. In 
79 AD, a general named Agricola 
chose to stay next to the rivers Ir-
well and Medlock because it was a 
place that could be defended easily. 
They named the place Mamucium 
or ‘breast shaped hill’ and stayed 
there for more than three centuries. 
During those years they built a fort 
and seven roads met at the fort. All 
the goods and people had to pass 
through Manchester. Those seven 
roads were so important that some 
of the modern roads into the city 
still follow the same routes. Outside 
the city, some traces of the Roman 
roads can still be found. 

When the Romans retreated from 
Britain in 410 AD, the Saxons took 
over the town. That was when Man-
chester got its present-day name. 
The Saxons changed the ‘Mam’ of 
Mamucium into ‘Man’ and the Latin 
word ‘castrum’ meaning fort into 
‘chester’. In the Dark Ages Man-
chester vanished out of focus. Nev-
ertheless it grew steadily. 

In 1375 Flemish weavers brought 
weaving and textile production to 
Manchester. But in that time Man-
chester was not a very important 
city in the world of textile produc-
tion. 

In 1642 Manchester was also 
involved in the English Civil war. 
Long after the war, in the 18th cen-

tury Manchester began to develop 
rapidly. Before that it was a rather 
small town without any importance. 
But from 1720 to 1750 the town’s 
population doubled to 20’000 peo-
ple. Cotton had now become very 
important and all interests were 
focused on technical advances to 
boost turnout. Between 1760 and 
1790 Manchester men invented the 
Spinning Jenny and the Spinning 
Mule. With those new machines, 
the production of textiles was auto-
mated. 

In 1759 the Bridgewater Ca-

nal was built and thus provided 
the steam mills with coal. The first 
steam engine was invented in Man-
chester and it fired up in 1783.

In 1800 there were 89 steam en-
gines in factories all over Lanca-
shire, Cheshire and Yorkshire, 38 of 
them in Manchester mills.

A reconstructed Spinning Jenny 3
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This innovation placed Manches-
ter at the centre of a new world and 
many countries tried to copy those 
innovations of industrialisation. To-
gether with the industry the whole 
town grew. By 1801 the population 
had risen to 90.000 and by 1861 it 
was 355.000. By 1849 more than 
two million people lived in present-
day Greater Manchester. 

All the economical and social 
changes that accompanied pro-
gressive industrialisation attracted 
many writers and historians. They 
were very interested in the condi-
tions of the working class. One of 
those writers was Friedrich Engels. 

He lived in Manchester for more 
than 20 years and observed the 
progress of the industrialisation. 
Together with his close friend Karl 
Marx he gathered material for his 
book The Condition of the Working 
Class in England (1844). This book 
affected many people, including 
Marx, the author of The Commu-

nist Manifesto (1848). But none of 
those books changed the situation 
in Manchester at the time and the 
upper classes grew more and more 
wealthy. Some of them invested 
their money in impressive buildings. 
Among them was Manchester Uni-
versity, which opened in 1851 as 
only the fifth university in Britain. 

In 1853 Manchester was granted 
formal city status. But this new pride 
did not improve the situation of the 
working class. In those years of dis-
satisfaction and social disorder, the 
Anti Corn Law League was formed in 
Manchester. The middle and work-
ing classes founded this league and 
it fought against higher prices for 
bread. Out of this movement many 
other ideas grew. The Mancunians 
fought not only for affordable bread 
but the women also fought for their 
right to vote. A reform bill passed 
in 1867 allowed most of the male 
population to vote, but excluded fe-
males. Because of that Lydia Beck-
er founded  the National Society for 
Women’s Suffrage. Later on in 1903 
Emmeline Pankhurst founded the 
Women’s Social and Political Un-
ion. Just as Lydia Becker had be-
fore her Emmeline Pankhurst also 
fought for more rights and respect 
for women. The participants of the 
latter movement were known as the 
Suffragettes and soon after it was 
founded, it turned radical.

The American Civil War hit Man-
chester hard in the 1860’s as much 
of the cotton supply was shipped in 

The young Friedrich Engels 4
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from America. The situation of the 
working people went from bad to 
worse. After this crisis the condi-
tions improved only very slowly. De-
spite the bad situation the city grew. 
There were many people who be-
lieved they could get regular wages 
or even get rich. Manchester of-
fered the prospect of a better future 
and therefore there was a constant 
stream of national and international 
immigration.

At that time, Manchester’s glory 
as the leading industrial city was 
already fading. Other countries and 
cities had caught up on the progress 
once made in Manchester. London 
was now Britain’s most important 
city.

Towards the end of the 19th cen-
tury Manchester people tried to 
save and restore their fame. The 
Manchester Ship Canal was built to 
connect the city directly to the ocean 
and the world market. Together with 

the railway, the Ship Canal provided 
Manchester with new potential. The 
city moved away from cotton and 
turned to engineering and manufac-
turing. But this effort did not bring 
the expected success.

In the last fifty years of the 19th 
century the cotton and manufac-
turing industry decreased further. 
After that Manchester’s economy 
changed quite a lot. Like most West-
ern centres Manchester now has a 
mixed economy with a strong bank 
and legal sector. It has lost its posi-
tion as the most important industrial 
city in the world and the manufactur-
ing sector has nearly vanished. The 
remains of that important time in the 
history of Manchester are now kept 
alive in various museums. 

Even though the manufacturing 
business was in decline and van-
ishing, scientists in Manchester 
achieved some great advances. 
One of those scientists was the 

Manchester Ship Canal at Salford Quays with the Imperial War Museum (right) 5
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well-known Ernest Rutherford who 
split the first atom in 1918. Only one 
year later, two men from Manches-
ter, Alcock and Brown were the first 
to fly across the Atlantic to Ameri-
ca. Another important achievement 
made in Manchester was the first 
computer that could electronically 
store a programme. Older comput-
ers used cards with holes in them to 
do that. But in 1948 scientists from 
Manchester University were able to 
change that system.

For many years Manchester was 
in no way spectacular, but in 2002 
the city got a lot of attention once 
again. Manchester was the proud 
host of the Commonwealth Games 
that attracted about one million visi-
tors and two billion television view-
ers worldwide.

During the last couple of decades 
Manchester and all the surround-

ing towns conglomerated into one 
big city. All of them are still inde-
pendent, but people mostly speak 
of them as Greater Manchester. 
Together they have a population 
of about 2.5 million people. Large 
parts of this number are immigrants 
from various countries all over the 
world. This adds to the multicultural 
feel you sense in Manchester.

To read more about the history of 
Manchester, the guide from City Life 
has a very detailed part about the 
city’s history. The guide is published 
as Manchester - The complete 
guide. It also gives further informa-
tion on Manchester’s varied attrac-
tions. The guide can be bought in 
most bookshops in Manchester for 
about £6. In addition to that there is 
also a weekly magazine from City 
Life.

The Opening Ceremony at the Commonwealth Games 2002 6
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How to get started…
Good Morning. As this is your first 
day in Manchester, get an overview 
of the city centre. Take a tour. 
You have many 
different options. 
One possibility 
is that you get 
yourself a map 
and just start 
somewhere. You 
can get a free 
map at the Tourist 
I n f o r m a t i o n 
Centre in the Town 
Hall Extension on 
Lloyd Street, St. 
Peter’s Square. 
Start your tour 
at Piccadilly 
Gardens and go 
out to Ancoats. In 
this part of the city, 
there are a lot of 
old warehouses, canals and former 
workers’ dwellings. Spend some 
time here before you proceed to 
Millennium Quarter, the newly built 
part of the city centre. In this part 
you can find all designer and high 
street stores. Go down Deansgate 
and have a look at the fascinating 
interior of the Royal Exchange. Go 
on further to the southern part of 
the city where you’ll find the Town 
Hall, the Town Hall Extension and 
the Central Library. Finally go and 
have a look at the Chinese Arch 
on Faulkner Street in the Chinese 
Quarter. You’ll see that there are 

many restaurants and take-aways 
to choose from if you ever feel like 
having Asian food. 

If you don’t wish to tour Manchester 
on your own, you have some other 
options to choose from:

Guided Walks & Tours: various 
tours and walks, some with special 
topics, booking and programmes at 
the Manchester Visitor Information 
Centre, Town Hall Extension, Lloyd 
Street, 0871 222 8223, A: Adults £5, 
Child £4, starting times, duration 
and starting points vary

Walk Talk Tours: audio tour, to 
be downloaded on iPod and other 
MP3 players, includes a map, takes 
about two hours but obviously 
you can choose your own pace, 

Former workers‘ dwellings in Ancoats 7
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Manchester Cathedral
Victoria Street, City, www.
manchestercathedral.org, 0161 
833 2220
Daily from 8.30am, A: Free

Most parts of the Cathedral were 
built over the last 600 years but 
there are some earlier elements 
too. Manchester Cathedral claims 
to have the widest nave of any 
cathedral in the UK. It is a fact that 
the cathedral is an absolutely 
stunning building. In the 19th century 
large stained-glass windows were 
added. This darkened the interior 
but the windows glow in many rich 
colours when the sun shines through 
them. Some of the windows were 
destroyed during the Manchester 
Blitz in December 1940. During the 
Second World War, Manchester 

www.walktalktour.com, A: £5, tour 
available for hire on pre-loaded MP3 
players from the Visitor Information 
Centre

Manchester Cathedral 8

was attacked and suffered heavy 
bombing. More than 700 people 
were killed and 2.500 were injured. 
The bombing caused a fire that 
spread very fast and damaged a lot 
of buildings. The Cathedral was hit 
directly but the windows shattered 
and let the blast of the bomb out of 
the building. This protected the rest 
of the Cathedral and there wasn’t 
much damage besides the broken 
windows. The bomb landed in the 
Regimental Chapel and there is 
now a special glass window. When 
light shines through it, the red and 
orange hues make the window look 
as if it was burning. All over the 
Cathedral there are several details 
that are very exceptional. Most of 
them are rather hidden but at the 
visitor desk you can get a leaflet 
that points out some of them. The 
leaflet also explains a few things 
about the history of the Cathedral, 
the various Chapels and windows 
as well as some facts about the 
style of the building. The wooden 
carved choir is especially detailed 
and very beautiful. There are some 

A detail of the choir 9
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Chetham’s Library and School 
of Music
Long Millgate, City, www.chethams.
org.uk, 0161 834 7961
Mon – Fri: 9.00am – 12.30pm, 
1.30pm – 4.30 pm, A: Free

Chetham’s Library and school was 
built in the first half of the 1400s and 

it is the oldest complete building in 
Manchester. It was built to house 
clergy and wasn’t used as a library 
until 1653. In that year a local mer-
chant named Humphrey Chetham 
wanted to set up a charity school for 
poor boys and a free public library. 
It is now the oldest surviving public 
library in Britain. To get to the library 
you’ll have to pass the ancient 
guardhouse that faces the Triangle 
and the Urbis. A guard will tell you 
exactly which way to go. You’ll have 
to pass the courtyard and enter a 
doorway in a dark passageway. 
There you’ll have to ring a bell on 
the library door to call an attendant. 
He will let you in and give you a 
short introduction. The buildings 
around the courtyard are still used 
and house the music school. The 
buildings feel as old as they look. 
The books in the library are shield-
ed behind gates and were formerly 
chained to the shelves. Most of the 

bizarre carvings that represent 
stories or have a particular meaning. 
Look out for the two carvings that 
portray two monkeys. One of them 
holds a little baby, the other a small 
container, which is actually a urine 
sample. Doctors used to analyse 
the sample and then diagnose the 
illness. The two carvings are a satire 
that says that you could just as well 
trust your sample or your baby to a 
monkey. To get an explanation of 
some of the other carvings ask one 
of the volunteers. Most of them will 
be able to give you an elaborate 
tour of the Cathedral and they’ll 

The Fire Window 10

The famous alcove 11

certainly answer your questions.
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The Manchester 
Wheel
on Exchange Square 
next to the Triangle, 
Millennium Quarter, 
www.worldtouristat-
tractions.co.uk, 0161 
831 9918

books date back to the mid-1600s. 
The interior of the library is really 
dark and gives you a feeling of the 
history of the buildings and the 
books. At the end of one of the two 
dark corridors there is the Reading 
Room. In the alcove there is a spe-
cial wooden desk. Together with 
Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels studied 
at this particular desk in 1840. The 
library still has a record of the books 
they read. Apart from the books 
there is also an old hand printing 
press on display. It is believed to 
date back to the 17th century. 
George Falkner and Sons, local 
printers, donated it to 
Chetham’s Library in 
1900. Along with it 
came the equipment 
that is also displayed. 
The library is defi-
nitely worth a visit, 
especially because 
of its atmosphere.

Sun – Thur: 10.00am - 11.00pm, 
Fri: 10.00am – 12.00pm, Sat: 
09.00am – 12.00pm, A: Adult 
£6.50, Child £4.50

Manchester’s Big Wheel opened for 

business in May 2007. It is 59 
metres high and sponsored by the 
Manchester Evening News. The 
enclosed and air conditioned 
gondolas take you on a ride into the 
sky and give you an extraordinary 
view of the city and its surroundings. 
You can also watch the people 
sitting in Selfridges bar from only 4 
metres away as you glide past. On 
your 13-minute-ride, you can 
activate a commentary that tells you 
a few interesting facts and explains 
some of the cityscape as well as the 
surrounding hills.

The trip is amazing, not only in 

The Manchester Wheel at night 12

13

daylight but also at night, where you 
can see the lights of the city sparkle 
beneath you.
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The Lucky Post Box
On Corporation Street

You probably already know the red 
post boxes but this one is really 
unique. If you really want your 
postcards to arrive at home, you 
should put them in this box. Here’s 
why: On 15 June 1996 a huge bomb 
exploded in the city centre. The 
bomb was a terrorist attack by the 
Irish Republican Army (IRA). The 
IRA is a paramilitary organisation 
that fights for a fully independent 
Irish republic and the reunion of the 
North and the South of Ireland. 
Since a part of Ireland belongs to 
Great Britain they attacked many 
targets in the UK. The damage in 
Manchester amounted to some 
£700 million and 670 businesses in 
the city had to relocate. No one was 
injured because the police had been 
informed 45 minutes before the 
blast and they evacuated the area 
in time. This post box stood right in 
the epicentre of the blast and only 
suffered a few minor scratches while 
the buildings around it were 
destroyed completely. A few days 
after the disaster a postman was 
able to struggle through the remains 
of the ruined buildings. He retrieved 
the post from the box and sent it on 
its way. In the years after 1996, as 
the reconstruction advanced, the 
box was repainted. On 22 November 
1999 it was relocated to its current 
site. In the years after 1996 the 
urban legend about the box being 
lucky grew around it.The postbox on its current site 12
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The postbox shortly after the IRA bombing 13

The city centre from the Beetham Tower at night 14
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What’s next? The John Rylands Library
150 Deansgate, City, www.man-
chester.ac.uk/library, 0161 306 
0555
Mon & Wed – Sat: 10.00am – 
5.00pm, Tue & Sun: 12.00am – 
5.00pm, A: Free

Enriqueta Rylands built the library 
as a memorial to her deceased 
husband John. When he died in 
1888 he had left her an estate of 
more than £2.5 million, money he 
earned as a cotton merchant and 
manufacturer. The library was built 
in Victorian style and opened on 
New Year’s Day 1900. The inside of 
the impressive building has several 
dramatic and spectacular rooms. It 
contains one of the top collections 
of manuscripts and printed material. 
Some of the older documents date 

Manchester Art Gallery
Mosley Street, City, www.manches-
tergalleries.org, 0161 235 8888 
Tue –Sun: 10.00am – 5.00pm, A: 
Free

You should definitely pay this gallery 
a visit, even if you aren’t a big art 
fan. It really has some great pieces 
on show. There are a contemporary 
part, changing exhibitions and a 
great section on older painters 
and their work. To some people 
this may sound boring, but it isn’t. 
Some paintings are huge and really 
impressive and there are many 
multimedia elements that are great 
fun.

The Gallery is situated right in the 
middle of the city centre, next to the 
Chinese quarter. Access via public 
transport is really easy and it is free. 
Therefore it is a great place to take 
a break from rain. There is also a 
café that invites you to sit down and 
rest your feet.

The Manchester Art Gallery 15

Inside the Library 16
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Manchester Town Hall
Albert Square, City, 0161 234 3157
Mon – Fri: 9.00am – 5.00 pm, A: 
Free

The Town Hall is accessible for 
everyone and without an admission 
fee. If you want to, you can have a 
look at the inside of this impressive 

building. All you have to do is register 
at the information desk. Of course 
the area that is open to the public 
is limited because the Town Council 
actually works in this building. 
Therefore you probably can’t walk 
around everywhere you’d like to.

The Manchester Town Hall was 

back to the third millennium before 
Christ, some of them written on 
bone, bamboo, palm-leaves, bark, 
papyrus, linen and parchment. 
Other special works include a first 
edition of Shakespeare sonnets, 
Gutenberg Bibles, Sigmund Freud’s 
Letters and the Wicked Bible. The 
latter was printed in London in 1631 

and had a typographical error. The 
“not” in the seventh commandment 
was left out. Hence it is written “Thou 
Shalt Commit Adultery” which is not 
a suggestion but an order. In 2007 
the library re-opened after major 
renovation and the addition of a 
new area.

The Manchester Town Hall 17
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completed in 1877 and 
it is a classic Victorian 
building because it has 
all the important charac-
teristics. One of them is 
the heavily ornamented 
decoration on the outside A colorful detail 16

walls. A clock tower rises 87 meters 
above the main entrance. The huge 
clock has a minute-hand that is 3 
metres long. Inside the Town Hall 
a few quirky details can be seen. 
One of them is the mosaic pattern 
on the floor. It has a simple pattern 
with bees and cotton flowers. Both 
the bee and the cotton flower are a 
symbol for Manchester. The reason 
for the cotton flower is obvious but 
the bee is seen as a symbol for all 
the hard work that once made Man-
chester the industrial centre of the 
world. The most attractive room in Manchester‘s Busy Bees 17
the whole build-
ing is the Great 
Hall. The paint-
ed roof shows 
all the countries 
Manchester once 
traded with. This 
includes coun-
tries like the USA, 
India and China 
as well as some 
European coun-
tries. On the walls 
there are twelve 
murals that were 
painted between 
1879 and 1893. 
They illustrate 

episodes in Manches-
ter’s history. Opposite the 
Great Hall are the state-
rooms. Like the rest of 
the building they are still 
used. This can be seen by 
the way the rooms look. 

If you have a close look you’ll see 
that some of them have lost some 
of their beauty and are in need of 
renovation. Once they must have 
looked fantastic but now some of 
them look a little bit derelict, which 
is actually normal for a building that 
has been in use for such a long time. 
None the less the building is one of 
the most important monuments in 
Manchester.

18
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The Central Library, the Town Hall Extension and the Town Hall 18

Inside the Town Hall 19 The Bell Tower 20

19



Manchester - The Guide 2009

D
ay

 3

Ready for more?

Shopping
Manchester’s city centre is a 
paradise for shoppers. There is a 
wide range from high-street shops 
to local independent stores.

You’ll find the most shops between 
Piccadilly Gardens and Deansgate 

The Manchester Museum
Manchester University, Oxford 
Road, University, www.manchester.
ac.uk/museum, 0161 275 2634 
Sun – Mon: 11.00am – 4.00pm, 
Tue – Sat: 10.00am – 5.00pm, 
A: Free

The front of the Museum 21

This is a huge museum in a very 
old building that has existed for 
more than a hundred years. The 
Museum has a big collection of 
different cultures, a great section 
on animals and other exhibitions on 
a varied range of topics. The way 
the interior of some parts of the 
building is designed and decorated 
gives the museum a rather unique 
and sometimes even spooky 
atmosphere. This is especially 
noticeable in the Animal Life gallery. 
In the middle there is a huge 
skeleton of a whale while around it 
the stuffed animals are on display. 

Most of them are in realistic poses 
and look as if they’re not stuffed but 
active. There are also exhibitions 
on different cultures, the Stone Age 
or the life of Indians.

No matter where your interests 
lie, you will surely find something 
absorbing and fascinating in here.

Stan, the T-Rex 22
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and in the Millennium 
Quarter. In the 
Triangle and the 
Arndale you’ll find 
it nice to shop even 
when it is pouring 
with rain outside. 
You should also 
have a look at the 
shops on Market 
Street. It doesn’t 
matter which kind 
of clothes you love 
the most, you will 
find something you’ll 
like. In Manchester, 
there are also a lot of 
second-hand shops 
and other shops that 
don’t sell mainstream 
clothing. If you like freaky clothes 
and special items, Affleck’s Palace 
on Tib Street is your place to go. On 
the several floors you’ll find quirky 
stuff. On the streets, many younger 
people have a very eccentric and 

unusual style. At Affleck’s Palace, 
you’ll find pieces to match this style 
but there are also clothes that are 
a bit more mainstream and not so 
extreme.

Affleck‘s Palace 23

Caffè Nero in the Triangle 24
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Not yet finished…

Salford Quays, Lowry and 
Imperial War Museum North

To get to Salford Quays is very easy. 
This area is located about 3.2 km 
southwest of the city centre. From 
Piccadilly Gardens you can take 
the Eccles line of the Metrolink. If 
you want to go to the Lowry or the 
Imperial War Museum North, it is 
best to get off the tram at Harbour 
City. After that it is only a short 
walk to the Lowry and the Imperial 
War Museum North and there are 
signposts that guide the way. 

The whole area was built up 
together with the Manchester Ship 
Canal. The Ship Canal was the 
biggest engineering project in the 
19th century. Its purpose was to 
not give Liverpool an exclusive 
right on shipping. Before the Canal 
was opened in1894, Manchester 
had no direct access to the ocean. 
All shipping had to go through 
Liverpool, which cost an enormous 

The Lowry 25

amount. After the Canal opened, the 
ships came directly to Manchester’s 
docks, which was a lot cheaper. 
The Canal made it possible for the 

ships to go about 60 km inlands to 
the docks in Manchester. Before 
the Canal the natural rivers were 
too shallow for the larger ships to 
navigate. In the past few years the 
area changed a lot and there isn’t 
much left of the original old docks. 
Instead there are new super-modern 
apartment houses everywhere. 
Even though some do not look very 
appealing and a part of the area is 
still under construction, you should 
definitely take a trip out to the 
Quays. The Lowry and the Imperial 
War Museum North make this area 
a centre of modern architecture as 
well as culture. Another feature of 
the Quays is the fact that very often 
there are beautiful sunsets out here. 
The light of the houses reflects 
on the water of the Canal and the 
docks and creates an extraordinary 
atmosphere.
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Imperial War Museum North
Trafford Wharf Road, Trafford Park, 
www.iwm.org.uk, 0161 877 9240
Daily 10.00am – 6.00pm, A: Free

As the name says, the Imperial War 
Museum’s topic is war. This extraor-
dinary museum creates a very real-
istic picture of war. Of course it does 
not glorify war but shows how peo-
ple lived trough war, without judging 
anything. After exploring the exhibi-
tion you’ll surely have a few things 
to think about, but you’ll not be 
shocked by gruesome pictures. The 
museum has a permanent main ex-
hibition and another changing exhi-
bition. In the exhibition space, there 
are regular multimedia shows. Be-
cause of the exceptionally shaped 
hall, those shows have a great ef-
fect. Besides, there is a whole tank 

as well as a fighter plane on display 
and some parts of the exhibition are 
interactive. The whole exhibition is 
divided into different parts that are 
dedicated to one special topic such 
as Women and War or Science of 
War.

Another reason to visit the Imperi-
al War Museum North is the breath-
taking architecture. The award-win-
ning international architect Daniel 
Libeskind designed the building. In 
the whole building, there seem to be 
no right angles. The main entrance 
is under the Air Shard, which is 55 
meters high. At 39 metres there is a 
platform, which you can reach in a 
slightly frightening lift. Up there you 
have a fantastic view of the Quays 
and the city.

The Imperial War Museum North 26
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The Lowry
Pier 8, Salford Quays, www.
thelowry.com, 0870 111 2020
Galleries: Sun – Fri: 11.00am – 
5.00pm, Sat: 10.00am – 5.00pm, 
A: Free

The entrance of the Lowry 27

The most fascinating thing about 
the Lowry is the building itself. It 
has a very peculiar shape with its 
variety of geometrical forms. In the 
evening it is fantastically lit. In the 
remarkable building there are an art 
gallery, a restaurant, 
a tourist information 
centre and three 
theatres. Together 
the Lyric, the Quays 
Theatre and the Stu-
dio can seat about 
2.360 people. There 
are some really 
good performances 
and you should defi-
nitely check out the 
current programme. 
The latest informa-
tion can be found on 
the website and in 

the leaflets that are available in the 
Visitors Centre located in the Town 
Hall Extension. Also in the same 
building as the theatres, there is an 
art gallery dedicated to the painter 
Laurence Stephen Lowry. He was 

The Lowry at night 28

born in Old Trafford 
in 1887 and lived 
in Manchester his 
whole life until he died 
in 1976. He painted 
a lot of scenes from 
the industrial city-
scape and eerie sea-
scapes. Some of his 
work can be seen 
in the gallery. Aside 
from this permanent 
exhibition, there is 

also a space for changing displays. 
The building is definitely worth a 
visit with its bright colourful interior 
and the abstract exterior with its 
geometrical shapes.
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Wilmslow Road, Fallowfield, www.
plattfields.org, A: Free

Just outside the city centre bounda-
ries lies this big park. It is easily ac-
cessible via bus lines 47 and 147. 
For some further information on 
fares and timetables check out the 
Public transport part in the Useful 
Information section on page 
41 or go to the Travelshop next 
to the bus station on Piccadilly 
Gardens. To visit the park you 
should get off the bus right af-
ter the Curry Mile, cross the 
street and you’re there. In the 
park there is also the Gallery of 
Costume in the eastern corner 
of Platt Fields Park. It is also 
the home to Platt Hall. A pleas-

An oak tree in Platt Fields Park 29

ure lake with a little island marks 
the middle of the park and there 
are a few different gardens around 
it. Platt Fields Park is a great spot 
to chill out and to recover from the 
city. Take a stroll around the park, 
watch the other people and spend a 
little time. The park is not called the 
lungs of the city for nothing.

Platt Fields Park 30
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Got another day?
Here are some additional ideas of what you could do in Greater 
Manchester. Of course you can exchange something from the 
suggested days and the stuff in this section.

Tatton Park
Knutsford, Cheshire, www.
tattonpark.org.uk, 01625 534 400
April – Oct: park Mon – Sun: 
10.00am – 7.00am, gardens Tue – 
Sun: 10.00am – 6.00pm, mansion 
Tue – Sun: 1.00pm – 5.00pm, Oct 
– April: park & gardens reduced 
hours, mansion closed, A: Garden 
& mansion: Adult £3, Child £2, 
Garden, mansion & farm: Adult £6, 
Child £3

Manchester United Museum
Sir Matt Busby Way, Old Trafford, 
www.manutd.co.uk, 0161 868 8000
Museum: Mon – Sun: 9.30am – 
5.00pm, Tour: Mon – Sun: 9.40am 
– 4.30am
A: Adult Museum £8.50, Tour £12, 
Junior/Student Museum £6.75, 
Tour £8, Match Tickets £25 - £35

Manchester United is one thing 
most people associate with Man-
chester. Of course it’s an absolute 
must for all football fans, even for 
people who are only remotely inter-
ested in football. On the tours you 
can have a close look at the areas 
of the stadium that visitors usually 
don’t have access to and the guides 
will be happy to answer your ques-
tions. In the museum the large col-
lection of trophies is displayed. It 
also provides you with an insight 
in the history of the club, including 
all the victories and defeats. A large 
section of the museum deals with 
the tragic death of eight players. In 
1958 the team wanted to fly home 
from Munich after a game. Unfortu-
nately their plane crashed when it 

This park is the most popular Na-
tional Trust site in the UK. It has a 
Gregorian mansion with antique fur-
niture. There are also 50 acres of 
formal gardens. The Japanese Gar-
den is the oldest and best designed 
in the West. It was built from 1910 to 
1912 by Japanese garden design-
ers. In addition to the gardens, there 
is a 1.000-acre deer park and many 
other attractions, such as special 

events and guided tours. There is a 
gift shop, a garden shop and food 
and drink is also available.

The Gardens 31
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took off and 23 people died. Some 
were famous Busby Babes, others 
officials of the football club. On the 
Football Ground, there is a clock 
that always shows the same date 
and time, 6 February 1958 at 14:12, 
the day of the Munich air disaster.

On site there is also a huge fan 
shop that makes you think of red 
madness. In there you could spend 
loads of money on quite silly stuff 
like red sweets and many other 
items that bear the club’s logo.

Old Trafford 32

The clock 33
Inside Old Trafford 34
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Quarry Bank Mill
Styal, near Manchester Airport, 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk, 01625 
527 468
Mill: Apr - Sep daily: 10.30am 
- 5.30pm, Oct - Mar Tue-Sun: 
10.30am - 5.00pm, A: Adults £9, 
Child £4.70

The Quarry Bank Mill is located 
outside the city, south of the airport. 
The museum is housed in a 200-
year old spinning mill. The museum 
is still fully working and there are 
demonstrations where the original 
machinery is operated. The water 
wheel, installed in 1818, weighs 
over 50 tonnes and has a diameter 
of seven meters. In the middle of 
the 19th century, on more than 100 

days a year it provided enough 
energy to operate the machinery 
without a steam engine. It is said 
to be the largest working water 
wheel in Britain. The owners of the 
mill built a reservoir and a tunnel to 
provide the wheel with the required 
45.000 litres of water per minute. In 
1904 the water wheel was removed 
after it was damaged. Nowadays it 
turns again and together with the 
steam engine dating back to 1840 
it powers the machinery. Next to the 
mill there is the Apprentice House 
where the poor children that worked 
in the mill were housed. Visits of the 
Apprentice House are also possible 
but it has slightly reduced hours 
compared to the mill.

Quarry Bank Mill 35
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Museum of Science and 
Industry
Liverpool Road, Castlefield, City, 
www.msim.org.uk, 0161 832 2244
Daily 10.00am – 5.00pm, A: Free

This museum is housed in buildings 
that have a history of their own. 
One of those brick structures is the 
oldest railway station in the world. 
But the buildings aren’t the main 
attractions. The exhibition covers 
topics such as steam engines, 
cotton, gas, science, electricity, the 
history of Manchester and space. In 
the exhibition on textile, a working 
set of textile machines can be seen. 
The most fascinating part of the 
museum is the Power Hall, which 
contains the largest collection of 
steam engines in the world. Those 
machines fill the room with their hot 
and moist steam and their noise. 
This gives the old building a very 
intriguing atmosphere. Across the 
road of the main museum, there is the 
Air and Space Gallery. The gallery is 
located in a market hall from 1876, 
but has changed its appearance 
since then. Inside there are a large 

The entrance of the MOSI 36

number of aircraft on display. This 
includes a Japanese kamikaze 
plane, a Spitfire and a section of a 
Gemini rocket. In addition, there are 
tours, events and demonstrations. 
On some weekends there are rides 
around the museum on old steam 
engines.

A Steam Engine in the Power Hall 37
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Urbis
Corporation Street, Cathedral 
Gardens, City, www.urbis.org.uk, 
0161 605 8200
Daily 10.00am – 6.00pm, A: Free

The Urbis looks slightly out of 
place next to the old, more historic 
buildings such as the Manchester 
Cathedral, Chetham’s Library and 
School of Music and the Triangle. Its 
huge glassy structure was built by 
Ian Simpson, a local architect. Inside 
the different floors look awkward but 
impressive. The light shines through 
the glass but you can’t look through. 
That’s a real pity because the higher 
floor would provide you with a good 

view of Manchester’s city centre. 
The museum opened in 2002 and 
is dedicated to cities. The changing 
exhibitions show the experience of 
the city, the art, the sounds and the 
sights. Some of those exhibitions 
are hard to understand and though 
you might not like what’s currently 
on display, the building alone is 
worth a look. Instead of a normal 
lift, there is a lift that is more like 
a cable car and it’s a cool feeling 
to look down to the entrance from 
the top floor because the separate 
floors are arranged like terraces.

The Urbis 38

30



Manchester - The Guide 2009

A
dditional 
ideas

A day out west
If you have got a day and don’t know 
what to do, you should definitely take 
a trip to Liverpool. To get there you 
can take a train or a bus. Liverpool 
is a city not unlike Manchester. 
In the old days it competed with 
Manchester and sometimes it was 
not quite clear which one of them was 
more important. After World War II, 
both cities had the same problems. 
The manufacturing business was 
in decline and the docks weren’t 
needed any more. But even though 
it suffered a lot in the past, Liverpool 
offers many attractions nowadays. 
Some of them are the Merseyside 
Maritime Museum and the Beatles 
Museum at Albert Dock. Liverpool’s 
most remarkable feature is the 
Anglican Cathedral. Wherever you 
are in Liverpool, you’ll see it. It was 
built on a hill in the city centre. It is 
said to be the fifth largest house 
of god in the world. Neither words 
nor pictures can describe its size. 
Admission to the cathedral is free. 
There is the chance to go up to the 
tower, but you should definitely not 
be afraid of heights. To go up, you’ll 
have to buy a ticket, prices start at 
£3 for students. Up on the tower 
you’ll have a great view over the 
city. From there, the other cathedral 
in Liverpool can be seen. The 
Metropolitan Cathedral is an oddity 
and was elected one of the ten top 
ugly buildings and monuments. 
Apart from that Liverpool also has a 
huge Asian population and therefore 

there is an Asian quarter you could 
have a look at. Other than that, take 
a stroll around the city centre or the 
docks. It is really worth spending a 
day in Liverpool.

These websites might be 
interesting:
Liverpool City Council: 

www.liverpool.gov.uk

Liverpool Tourist Information: 
www.visitliverpool.com

Anglican Cathedral: 
www.liverpoolcathedral.org.uk

Metropolitan Cathedral:
www.liverpoolmetrocathedral.
org.uk

Liverpool Museums: 
www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk

The Beatles Story: 
http://beatlesstory.com

The Anglican Cathedral in Liverpool 39
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Drink
Manchester has many different bars and pubs. For more details on some 
of them take a look at the examples given in the Eat section. For breakfast, 
coffee, tea or a hot chocolate, you can always stop at Starbucks or Caffè 
Nero. The latter claims to sell the best espresso this side of Milan, but 
decide for yourself. It is always helpful to have a place in mind where you 
can spend some time while the rain pours outside. Just drink a coffee, 
savour some of their tasty cookies and rest your feet.

Eat
There are so many good restaurants and takeaways that only a few can be 
mentioned in this guide. One good piece of advice is to be spontaneous. 
In most cases you can see if the place is worth going in, a complete waste 
of time or a health risk. If the restaurant looks nice and clean, with many 
people in it and you like what you read on the menu, you’re on the safe 
side. Anyway, here are some tips, tested and approved:

Pubs and English food
During your stay in Manchester, 
you should at least try out pub food 
once. Many pubs serve lunch during 
the day and some old traditional 
houses serve great food. There is 
a private pub guide on the Internet. 
It can’t really be taken seriously 
because it was written by two local 
lads, but it might come in handy if 
you’re struggling to find a good pub 
to eat in. 

Access to the guide on: www.
spacemanmelonfarmer.co.uk/
pubguide/index.htm

If you still can’t decide, here are 

Mr.Thomas’s Chop House
52 Cross Street, City Centre, www.
tomschophouse.com, 0161 832 
2245

This building was once a Gregorian 
town house before it was turned 
into a pub and restaurant in 1867. 
The name comes from the owner 
at that time, Mr. Thomas Studd. 
The interior remains nearly original 
and so it looks very charming. The 
menu includes some traditional 
English dishes and the food is very 
delicious. As it can get full very fast 

40

some tips:
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The Old Wellington Inn & 
Restaurant and Sinclair’s 
Oyster Bar
Cathedral Gardens, Millennium 
Quarter

The Old Wellington Inn was allegedly 
built in 1552 as a residential house 
and a business house until it was 
turned into a public house in 1830. 
Sinclair’s was built in 1738 and first 
licensed in 1860s. The two pubs are 
known as The Shambles. Both of 
them were built in Tudor style. Since 
they were built, they were moved 
brick by brick twice. The first time 

The Circus Tavern
86 Portland Street

This is officially the smallest 
pub in Manchester. It can only 
accommodate about 30 people. 

Mr. Thomas‘s Chop House 41

they had to give way to the newly 
built Arndale Centre in the early 
70’s and then in 1996, after the IRA 
bombing, they were moved closer 
to the Cathedral, their current site. 

The Old Wellington Inn 42

Sawyer’s Arms
138 Deansgate, City Centre

It is said to have the longest 
running continuous public house 
licence in Manchester and it has 
never changed its name since the 
record began in 1734. It was built in 
beautiful Victorian style. 

A list of the different bars and pubs 
can be found on:
http://guides.travelchannel.com/
manchester/nightlife/bars-pubs

here, you better stop by or call to 
reserve a seat if you’d like to eat in 
the evening. 
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Takeaway
Rice
Piccadilly Gardens and 1 
Exchange Square in the City 
Centre or Trafford Centre, www.
ricemanchester.com, Piccadilly: 
Mon - Sat: 10.30am - 10.00pm, 
Sun: 11.00am - 7.00pm

Chinese and 
Asian cuisine

Italian cuisine
There are many different Italian 
restaurants but one good and 
affordable example is this one:

Pizza Express
Piccadilly Gardens, www.
pizzaexpress.com, Mon – Thurs: 

Curry
Go and visit the Curry Mile in 
Rusholme, which is famous for its 

curry – hence the name. This part 
of Wilmslow Road is said to have 
the largest concentration of Asian 
restaurants in the UK. 

There are many different 
restaurants from India, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh or Sri Lanka. 

Have a look at the homepage www.
This shop provides 
you with a wide 
range of dishes. 
They come from 
China, Japan and 
Mexico. As the 
name says, most 
of them come with 
rice, but there are 
also some dishes 
with noodles. The 
prices are modest 
and most dishes are suitable for 
vegetarians. 

Tampopo
Triangle Shopping Centre, 38 
Exchange Square, in the Trafford 
Centre or 16 Albert Square, www.
tampopo.co.uk, 0161 819 1966, 
Mon - Sat: 12.00pm – 11.00pm, 
Sun: 12.00pm – 10.00pm

Asian food, plain and simple but 
delicious. The name is Japanese, 
meaning dandelion and is taken 
from a film about the quest for 
the perfect bowl of noodles. Many 
dishes are suitable for vegetarians. 

In the old days the Chinese 
immigrants founded a Chinese 
quarter right between Piccadilly 
Gardens, St. Peter’s Square and 
Portland Street, complete with a 
Chinese Arch. You’ll surely find a 
nice place to eat there. Just have a 
look around; there are even some 
karaoke bars, if that is what you’re 
looking for.

r u s h o l m e c u r r y.
co.uk. Choose your 
favourite restaurant 
according to the 
description, pictures 
and ratings or just 
have a look and 
choose on the spot 
and on impulse.

43
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Danish cuisine
Yes, there is a Danish restaurant in 
Manchester. Many different cultures 
are coming together here so why 
not a Danish restaurant: 

KRO Piccadilly
Piccadilly Gardens, www.kro.co.uk, 
0161 244 5765

This is a mixture of a pub, a bar 
and a restaurant. In one part, you 
can have a nice drink and chat with 
friends and in another part you can 
have a nice dinner. Even when the 
bar is full, you will not feel disturbed 
while eating. The food is delicious 
and there is a wide range of different 
dishes. You can choose between a 
traditional English or Danish meal 
or mix the two together. The prices 
are ok. 

There are also The KRO on 
Oxford Road, KRO2 on Oxford 
Street, next to the BBC building and 
KRO Old Abbey Inn, in the heart 
of Manchester Science Park on 
Denmark Road.

11.30am –11.00pm, Fri & Sat: 
11.30am – 11.30pm, Sun: 12.00pm 
– 10.30pm

Besides the restaurant in Piccadilly 
Gardens, there are about ten more 
restaurants and takeaways from this 
chain. The one in Piccadilly Gardens 
has a very nice atmosphere and 
delicious pizzas. If you like a thin, 
Italian pizza rather than a thick limp 
American pizza, this is the place to 
eat.

Also useful: 

manchester-eating, an Internet
guide to eating in Manchester, 
www.manchester-eating.com

Restaurants of Manchester, 
www.restaurantsofmanchester.
com

Fast food
Of course there are many fast food 
corners in Manchester. In the whole 
area, there is a high concentration of 
Burger King and McDonalds. But you 
wouldn’t have to go to Manchester 
when you have those at home too. 
Real alternatives are shops like Eat, 
a company that sells fresh salads, 
hot and cold sandwiches, soups 
and sweets. Another healthier 
alternative to chips and burger are 
the sandwiches from Subway. They 
are not yet well known in Switzerland 
but in Manchester they are. 

A good address for pizza and 
pasta is:

Pasta Hut
www.pizzahut.co.uk

Yes, they changed the name; it’s 
now called Pasta Hut because 
they also sell pasta dishes. There 
are about ten branches in Greater 
Manchester, so you will surely 
find one. The pizzas are huge and 
delicious, just as the pasta is. The 
prices are cheap. Even better, they’ll 
top up your glass with soft drinks as 
many times you want, for a fixed 
price. This applies to ice cream too. 
Yummy…
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Nights Out
Manchester has a vibrant nightlife, which is definitely worth trying out. 
There are many different club and venues with different styles of music. 
In this section, there are some tips but there is much more out there. If 
you like, you can just walk up to the people standing in front of the big 
Students Union on Oxford Road. They will be happy to give you some of 
their leaflets. If you’re lucky, the leaflets promote a party. Another trick: 
just follow the huge groups of students that go out on Oxford Road or in 
Didsbury. They know the good and cheap locations.

Music
Manchester has many cool bands 
and it was and still is the place 
where many bands started. To find 
out what’s going on, browse through 
the Internet. 

Here are some homepages that 
might be helpful: 

grüvr 
http://gruvr.

com/?city=Manchester
(a concert locator complete with
map)

Aloud, www.aloud.com

Live Nation, www.livenation.co.uk

Ticketmaster 
www.ticketmaster.co.uk

Alive Tickets, www.alive.co.uk

Manchester Apollo Theatre 
Stockport Road, Ardwick Green

The Roadhouse 
8 Newton Street, Piccadilly, 
www.theroadhouselive.co.uk

The Star & Garter 
18-20 Fairfield Street, 
www.starandgarter.co.uk

MEN Arena 

next to the Victoria Station, 
www.men-arena.com

Moho Live 
Tib Street next to Affleck’s 
Palace, Northern Quarter, 
www.moholive.com

Theatre
In Manchester, there are a few big 
theatres. Besides the classical plays, 
there are regular performances of 
different musicals. 

Some of the bigger venues:

Manchester Opera House
Quay Street, 
www.manchesteroperahouse.org.
uk (It has more to offer than 
just the classical opera, there are 

Bridgewater Hall 44
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Cinema
Here are three different cinemas 
where you can see the latest 
movies.

The Cornerhouse 
70 Oxford Street, 

Clubs
Look for your favourite club on the 
Internet or be spontaneous. Do also 
look in the music section to find 
venues where you can go clubbing 
and that also feature live music.

Helpful links: 

Manchester After Dark 
www.manchesterad.com 

My Manchester 
www.mymanchester.org

musicals too.)

Royal Exchange Theatre
St. Ann’s Square, 
www.royalexchangetheatre.co.uk

Bridgewater Hall 
Lower Mosley Street, 
www.bridgewater-hall.co.uk

The Lowry Theatre 
The Lowry, Salford Quays, 
www.thelowry.com

Palace Theatre 
Oxford Street

Manchester Theatres 
www.manchestertheatres.com

Inside the Royal Exchange 46

Southern Quarter,
www.cornerhouse.org

Odeon @ The Printworks
27 Withy Grove, 
Millennium Quarter, 
www.odeon.co.uk

Cineworld
Parrswood Entertainment Centre,
Wilmslow Road, Parrswood, 
www.parrswoodmanchester.co.uk

The Opera House 45
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Manchester City Centre

Maps drawn from:

Manchester City Centre: Lonely Planet, www.lonelyplanet.com/maps/ 
europe/england/manchester
Greater Manchester: www.skyparksecure.com/cheap-airport-parking/
manchester/tourist_info.php
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Money
As does Switzerland, England 
refuses to use Euros. So you’ll need 
to get some Pounds Sterling (£) in 
cash. It is always useful to have 
some small paper money with you, 
e.g. for a bus from the airport to the 
hotel. 
At least for visits of museums you 
won’t need much money. In many 
galleries and museums, the admis-
sion is free. 

Accommodation
Finding a place to stay in Manchester 
is easy. There are many different 
hotels in the city or outside the 
city centre. Look online for a hotel 
that suits you. www.booking.com 
proved to be very reliable. You can 
check out ratings from guests and 
you really get what you see there. 
There are also hostels, which are 
cheaper than a hotel. But don’t be 
concerned; you don’t have to run 

Useful Information

Weather
Of course there is rain in Manchester. 
You are in England, a country 
in the north of Europe, which is 
obviously colder and rainier than 
other countries. A classic joke is: 
If you see someone in Manchester 
with a tan, they’ve gone rusty. But 
actually the rain is not as bad as 
Manchester’s reputation might say.
Just be prepared for everything.

Bring warm clothes, waterproof 
shoes and an umbrella but don’t 
forget your sunglasses. The weather 
can change very fast although it 
never gets really cold. The Atlantic’s 
influence is just too big and it 
balances the temperature.
The following climate graph bases 
on the information on www.climate-
charts.com
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around in a corridor to get to the 
bathroom, nowadays almost all 
rooms are en-suite. The prices start 
at a very low level. Even better, the 
YHA is located on Potato Wharf, 
just outside the city centre. 
More info: www.yha.org.uk. 
Another hostel: Hatters, www.
hattersgroup.com

Manchester Airport
Manchester Airport is the biggest 
UK airport outside London. It has 
three terminals, two runways and 
serves about 22 million passengers 
every year. It also has it’s own 
railway station from where trains 
go in all directions, to cities such as 
London and Liverpool, to Scotland 
and to many other towns around 
the country. Of course there is also 
a national coach and local bus 
terminal. So there are many ways 
to travel to the city centre. 
For more information and live 
flight information go to: www.
manchesterairport.co.uk

Public transport
As the rest of England, Manchester 
has an entirely privatised 
organisation when it comes to 
busses. There are many different 
providers and it’s not easy to keep 
an overview. In the city centre, there 
are free busses, the Metro Shuttles. 
If you think you’ll need to take more 
busses and different lines, get a 
System One Bus Saver. You can 
get them at the GMPTE Travelshop. 
The shop is right next to the bus 

station on Piccadilly Gardens. You 
only need to take along a passport-
sized photo of your head. There are 
passes for a day, a week or a month. 
After paying you’ll have access to 
any bus in Greater Manchester and 
you’ll never have to worry about 
having enough cash. Get more 
info and current prices on: www.
systemonetravelcards.co.uk
Besides the busses, there is the 
Metrolink, a tram, but it only has 
about three lines, so you’ll probably 
not use it very often unless your 
hotel is in Salford Quays, Bury or 
Altrincham. 
Also useful: the official public 
transport homepage for Greater 
Manchester, www.gmpte.co.uk, with 
timetables and journey planners.

A metro Shuttle 47

Taxis
If you are out somewhere and don’t 
know how to get back to your hotel 
or any place else, take a taxi. In most 
parts of the city there are always 
some around. But take the ones 
with the typical English look, which 
are called Hackney cabs. They now 
have advertisements all over them 
and some of them are even pink 
or green, but the shape is still the 
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In
fo

same. It is advisable to take those 
slightly more expensive but safe 
taxis. There are other types of taxis 
but not all of them are reliable.

A new Hackney cab 48

Tourist Information
The Tourist Information Centre 
for the city centre is located in 
the Town Hall Extension on Lloyd 
Street, St. Peter’s Square, www.
visitmanchester.com. They will be 
happy to help you with tickets for 
theatres, concerts and any other 
problem you might have.

Other Councils and Tourist 
Information Centres:

Trafford Council, 
www.trafford.gov.uk

Tameside, www.tameside.gov.uk

Bolton, www.visitbolton.com

Bury, www.bury.gov.uk

Oldham, www.visitoldham.co.uk

Rochdale, www.visitrochdale.com

Salford, www.visitsalford.info

Stockport, www.stockport.gov.uk

Wigan, www.wigan.gov.uk

Safety
Manchester is a big city like every 
other. As long as you stay in crowded 
places, there is little danger. In the 
rare event that you need help, you 
can look for the help points. They 
are round and you only need to 
press one button to call for help. 
Many of them can be found in the 
city centre. If you can’t find one, call 
Greater Manchester Police, 0161 
856 0905. For emergencies call 999 
on a local phone. The operator will 
ask you if you want police, fire or 
ambulance. 

A mural in Ancoats 49
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Piccadilly Gardens at night 50

Thank you!

All that‘s left for me to say is: Thank you for reading and I hope 
you will enjoy your stay in Manchester as much as I had.

Working on this guide really was a pleasure and I hope I could 
get this across to you. 

Nicole Bamberger, 

Editor and Writer
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List of sources
In the following list, there is explained what sources were used to write this 
guide. The sources weren‘t put in footnotes because they would not be 
very legible and the layout of this guide would have sufffered.

Picture credits
All photos used to illustrate this guide numbered and in this list, the origin 
is listed. This means the hompage and/or the photographer are given 
below. 

A look back....
The history part was adapted from:

• Manchester - The complete 
guide, 2003 and 2007, City Life,
Manchester, UK

Day 1 to Additional ideas
• Manchester - The complete 
guide, 2003 and 2007, City Life,
Manchester, UK

• Itchy Manchester, 2008, Itchy
 Group, London, UK

Plus the respective hompages, 
information brochures and my 
personal experience on site. 

Eat & Drink, Nights Out
• Itchy Manchester, 2008, Itchy
 Group, London, UK

Plus the respective hompages and 
personal experience on site.

Useful Information
• Manchester - The complete 
guide, 2003 and 2007, City Life,
Manchester, UK

• Itchy Manchester, 2008, Itchy
 Group, London, UK

Plus the respective hompages and 
personal experience on site.

Additional sources
• Nicholls, Robert, Curiosities of 
Greater Manchester, 2004, Sutton
Publishing Limited, 
Gloucestershire, UK

• Mayer, Fred and Streit, Conrad,
England und Wales, 1982, Silva-
Verlag, Zürich, CH

• Bahr, Frank (Publisher),
Horizonte II, 2004, Westermann, 
Braunschweig, D

• Illustrated guide to Britain, 1973,
Drive Publication Limited, 
London, UK

• Sykes, John, Nord- und Mittel-
england, 2005, DuMont Reise-
verlag, Ostfildern, D

• Briggs, Asa, Victorian Cities,
1968, Penguin Books Limited, 
Harmondsworth, UK

• 1: M.Battaglia, 2008
• 2: N.Bamberger, 2008
• 3: www.grimshaworigin.org/

WebPages/HargGrim.htm, 
originally Aspin, Christopher, 
1964, James Hargreaves and the
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Spinning Jenny, Preston, UK,
The Guardian Press, p.75

• 4: www.marxists.org/deutsch/
archiv/marx-engels/index.htm

• 5: www.penninewaterways.co.uk/
manchester/m34.htm

• 6: I.Dickinson, flickr.com/
photos/offertonhatter/
2098388737/in/photostream

• 7: M.Diener, 2008
• 8 to 10: N.Bamberger, 2008
• 11: C.Covo-Farchi, bloggingin

paris.com/2007/08/09/beyond-
the-door-chethams-library

• 12: N.Bamberger, 2008
• 13: blogs.manchesterevening

news.co.uk/worldcup/2006/09/6_
the bomb.hmtl

• 14: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:
ManchesterCore.PNG

• 15: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:
Manchester_Art_Gallery.jpg

• 16: N.Bamberger, 2008
• 17: commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/

File:Mancunian_Bees.jpg
• 18: www.britannica.com/

EBchecked/topic-art/
601053/100414

• 19 and 20: N.Bamberger, 2008
• 21: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:

Manchester Museum
• 22: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:

Stan_the_Trex_at_Manchester_
Museum

• 23: N.Bamberger, 2008
• 24: www.scyscrapercity.com/

showthread.php?t=262293
• 25: www.penninewaterways.com/

manchester/m23.htm
• 26 to 28: N.Bamberger, 2008

• 29: A.O‘Rourke, www.aidan.co.uk
• 30: A.O‘Rourke, www.aidan.co.uk
• 31: www.aboutmyarea.co.uk/

Cheshire/Bramhall/SK7/Things-
to-Do-and-Places-to-Visit/Places-
to-Visit

• 32: N.Bamberger, 2008
• 33: commons.wikipedia.org/wiki/

File:Munich_clock.JPG
• 34: M.Diener, 2008
• 35: www.styal-station.org.ul/user

images/NTStyalFeb08mill002.jpg
• 36: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:

MOSI.org
• 37: www.mosi.org.uk/explore-

mosi/energy/steam-engines, 
Earnshaw & Holt Horizontal
Steam Engine

•  38 and 39: N.Bamberger, 2008
•  40: www.halbestadt.at/drink.htm
•  41: flickr.com/photos/2362946@

N00/513761188
•  42: N.Bamberger, 2008
•  43: www.tampopo.co.uk
•  44: prideofmancherster.co.uk/

hotels/27thoct.htm
•  45: commons.wikipedia.org/wiki/

File:Manchester_Opera_
House_2.jpg

•  46: N.Bamberger
•  Climate graph: 

N.Bamberger, 2009
•  47: www.modelbuszone.co/uk/

efe/operators/manchesteridx.html
• 48: http://commons.wikimedia.

org/wiki/File:FACT_taxi.jpg  
• 49: N.Bamberger 
• 50: www.betterpublicbuildings.

gov.uk/finalists/2003/
manchester_piccadilly.jpg
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• A to Z of pubs and bars in Man
chester, www.spaceman
melonfarmer.co.uk/socialising/
slowpubcrawl/atozofpubs.htm

• Aloud, www.aloud.com
• Alive Tickets, www.alive.co.uk

• BOOKING.COM, 
www.booking.com

• Bridgewater Hall, 
www.bridgewater-hall.co.uk

• Bolton, www.visitbolton.com
• Bury, www.bury.gov.uk
• The Beatles Story, 

http://beatlesstory.com

• The Circus Tavern, http://guides.
travelchannel.com/manchester/
nightlife/bars-pubs/pubs/31941.
html

• Caffè Nero, www.caffenero.com
• The Cornerhouse, 

www.cornerhouse.org
• Chetham’s Library and School of 

Music, www.chethams.org.uk
• Climate and weather information,

www.climate-charts.com/
Countries/United_Kingdom.html

• GMPTE, www.gmpte.co.uk
• Grüvr, http://gruvr.

com/?city=Manchester

• Hatters Group, 
www.hattersgroup.com

• Imperial War Museum North,

www.iwm.org.uk

• The John Rylands Library,
www.manchester.ac.uk/library

• The Kro, www.kro.co.uk

• Live Nation, www.livenation.co.uk
• The Lowry, www.thelowry.com
• Liverpool Anglican Cathedral, 

www.liverpoolcathedral.org.uk
• Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral,

www.liverpoolmetrocathedral.org.
uk

• Liverpool City Council, 
www.liverpool.gov.uk

• Liverpool Tourist Information,
www.visitliverpool.com

• Liverpool Museums, 
www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk

• Manchester Nightlife & Arts,
 http://guides.travelchannel.com/
manchester/nightlife/bars-pubs/
pubs

• manchester-eating, 
www.manchester-eating.com

• Manchester After Dark, 
www.manchesterad.com

• My Manchester, 
www.mymanchester.org

• Manchester EveningNews Arena, 
www.men-arena.com

• Moho Live, www.moholive.com
• Manchester Opera House, www.

manchesteroperahouse.org.uk
• Manchester Theatres, 

www.manchestertheatres.com
• Manchester Airport, www.

List of homepages

The following list is a complete list of all the hompages mentioned here 
in the guide. They are listed alphabetically so they can be found more 
easily.
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manchesterairport.co.uk
• Manchester Art Gallery, 

www.manchestergalleries.org
• Manchester United Museum,

www.manutd.co.uk
• The Manchester Museum, 

www.manchester.ac.uk/museum
• Manchester Cathedral, 

www.manchestercathedral.org
• Museum of Science and Industry,

www.msim.org.uk
• The Manchester Wheel, www.

worldtouristattractions.co.uk/
wta_wheel_manchester.php

• The Old Wellington Bar & 
Restaurant, http://guides.travel
channel.com/manchester/night
life/bars-pubs/pubs/40193.html

• Odeon @ The Printworks, 
www.odeon.co.uk

• Oldham, www.visitoldham.co.uk

• The Printworks, 
www.theprintworks.com

• Parrswood Entertainment Centre, 
www.parrswoodmanchester.co.uk

• Pizza Express Ltd., 
www.pizzaexpress.com

• Pasta Hut, www.pizzahut.co.uk
• Platt Fields Park, 

www.plattfields.org

• Quarry Bank Mill, 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk

• Rusholme Curry, 
www.rusholmecurry.co.uk

• RICE, www.ricemanchester.com
• The Roadhouse, 

www.theroadhouselive.co.uk
• Royal Exchange Theatre, 

www.royalexchangetheatre.co.uk
• Restaurants of Manchester, www.

restaurantsofmanchester.com
• Rochdale, www.visitrochdale.com

• System One, 
www.systemonetravelcards.co.uk

• Sinclair’s Oyster Bar, http://
guides.travelchannel.com/man
chester/nightlife/bars-pubs/
pubs/40195.html

• Sawyer’s Arms, http://guides.
travelchannel.com/manchester/
nightlife/bars-pubs/pubs/45758.
html

• The Star & Garter, 
www.starandgarter.co.uk

• Salford, www.visitsalford.info
• Stockport, www.stockport.gov.uk

• Tampopo, www.tampopo.co.uk
• Ticketmaster, 

www.ticketmaster.co.uk
• Trafford Council, 

www.trafford.gov.uk
• Tameside, www.tameside.gov.uk
• Tatton Park, 

www.tattonpark.org.uk
• Tourist Information Centre, 

www.visitmanchester.com

• Urbis, www.urbis.org.uk

• The Victorian Chop House Com
pany, www.tomschophouse.com

• Wigan, www.wigan.gov.uk
• Walk Talk Tours, 

www.walktalktour.com

• YHA Manchester, www.yha.org.uk
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